
Crossing Swords author Cindy Safronoff tells the tale of  

woman’s climb to new heights 
—and the genesis of modern marriage issues    

Please briefly describe your book Crossing Swords: 

Mary Baker Eddy vs. Victoria Claflin Woodhull and the 

Battle for the Soul of Marriage (This One Thing, July 4, 

2015) 

Crossing Swords is a historical biography about two fa-
mous trailblazing women on opposite sides of “the mar-
riage question” during the early women’s rights movement 
in the 1870s. This issue was how giving women the right 
to vote should effect the institution of marriage. I compare 
and contrast the personal lives, careers, and public state-
ments of women’s rights advocates Mary Baker Eddy and 
Victoria Woodhull to explore America’s 
nineteenth-century culture war through 
a dramatic storyline.  

What topics does the book address? 

The book discusses sex, religion, and 
politics—all the things you are not sup-
posed to talk about in polite company! 
It explores rights and restrictions, free-
dom and slavery, equality and double 
standards, as it relates to sexuality. I 
use Mary Baker Eddy and Victoria 
Woodhull to represent opposite sides 
of an 1870s American marriage debate 
(marriage vs. free-love) which involved 
many famous historic figures. The top-
ics are complex and multifaceted, and 
include the evolution of marriage and 
family law in America as well as rele-
vant religious theology. 

Does the book explore current  
issues, like same-sex marriage? 

Crossing Swords is strictly a historical 
work focused on the civic issues of 
mid-nineteenth century. The marriage debate of the 1870s 
did not include a demand for same-sex legal marriage, 
although it did include discussions on changing the defini-
tion of marriage in other ways. Homosexuality is men-
tioned once, as is just about everything else related to 
sexuality, including abortion and birth control. Everything 
is discussed as it relates to the story and is set within the 
context of American marriage and family law, correlating 
the nineteenth-century terms to the terms we commonly 
use today. It is left up to readers to draw their own conclu-
sions on how these 1870s issues might relate to today’s 
issues. 

Who is your intended audience and why should they 
read your book? 

My audience is anyone interested in marriage and sexuali-
ty! Whatever readers’ own personal, religious, and political 
background may be, I hope they will find Crossing Swords 
to be an intriguing, thought-provoking, challenging, and 
enlightening journey into a previously unexplored area of 
American history. My goal in writing the book was to give 
readers a way to clarify their own perspectives and under-
stand different viewpoints–all while entertaining them with 
a great story!  

How did you start on this topic? 

I was trying to understand how 
Mary Baker Eddy’s writings on 
marriage fit into historic context—
how her statements would have 
been perceived at the time she 
originally said them, and what 
other Americans were saying on 
the topic of marriage. A brief men-
tion of Victoria Woodhul in a foot-
note in a biography on Eddy lead 
me to read several biographies on 
Woodhull and eventually to read 
all of her published speeches. I 
found it fascinating to compare 
and contrast Eddy and Woodhull, 
and I realized I was doing ground-
breaking work. I was uncovering a 
significant values conflict story 
that had been buried for a century, 
but is so relevant to current Amer-
ican culture.   

Why did you write this book? 

I had created quite an extensive 
chronology of historical statements on marriage and wom-
anhood along with significant life events for Woodhull and 
Eddy. One day I looked at the outline headings and said to 
myself, “This looks like the table of contents for a book I 
would really like to read.” At first I thought such a book 
would have only a tiny niche audience, but as my research 
went deeper and the philosophical conflict and dramatic 
storyline unfolded, I saw a larger universal relevance to 
the story. So I committed to writing the book and bringing 
it to the attention of the world. I hope it will inspire in read-
ers a higher view of womanhood and a deeper under-
standing of marriage.  


