
Award-Winning Women’s Rights History 
 

Crossing Swords: Mary Baker Eddy 

vs. Victoria Claflin Woodhull and  

the Battle for the Soul of Marriage,  

by Cindy Safronoff 

In this comparative biography and 

literary nonfiction drama, Safronoff 

explores a ground-breaking story of 

woman’s climb to new heights and 

the genesis of modern marriage 

issues. 1872 Presidential candidate 

Victoria Woodhull and Christian 

leader Mary Baker Eddy cross 

words, representing two viewpoints 

in an 1870s American marriage  

debate during the early women’s 

rights movement, exemplifying two 

models of empowered womanhood. 

“A remarkably even-handed exploration of the little-known debates—and 

occasional ironic convergences—between two charismatic 19th century women 

whose support for women’s rights was attached to very different views about 

marriage and sexuality.” –Stephanie Coontz, author of Marriage, a History: How 

Love Conquered Marriage  

“Crossing Swords has broad-spectrum appeal… Anyone interested in the suffragist 

and women’s rights movements will enjoy the historical element, but the personal 

lives of Eddy and Woodhull are what make this book most enjoyable, thought 

provoking, and illuminating.” –Reader Views  
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